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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON, BY THE REV. W: DEHON; 


PREACHED BEFORE THE SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN SovuTH- 
Carouina, Fepruary 8Tu, 1848. 


St. Luxe xi. 2.—“ Thy Kingdom come.” 


Such is the petition which has been presented at the throne of 
grace, by thousands who rest in the paradise of God; which is now 
offered daily by multitudes of the faithful servants of the Lord Jesus 
in every part of Christendom; and which shall continue to be offered 
by millions yet unborn, even unto the end of the world. It has been 
selected as the subject of our discourse at the present time, being 
regarded as peculiarly appropriate to the occasion on which we are 
convened, i. e. the Anniversary of the P. E. Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in this Diocese. In humble dependance upon 
the grace of God, it shall be our endeavour to unfold the meaning of 
the petition ; to show why, now, as in times past, it should be constantly, 
earnestly and devoutly offered by all Christians at the throne of grace ; 
and then to point out the bounden and solemn obligations which rest 
upon all who do thus offer it, to exert their utmost energies, and do all 
that in them lies, for the accomplishment of that for which they pray. 

And First,in order that we may obtain a correct understanding of the 
import of the words, “‘ Thy Kingdom come,” it will be well for us to 
revert to the period at which they were first uttered by our Lord, and 
to call to mind the state and condition of the world at that time. 
From history and the inspired Word, we learn that the whole human 
race was then divided into the two classes of Jews and Gentiles. The 
former, God’s chosen people, who had been for ages separated from 
the rest of mankind, and governed by that code of laws which the 
Almighty had delivered to them by the hands of His servant Moses, 
were at the period of which we speak, suffering under the just judg- 
ments of God, because of their multiplied iniquities. ‘ The sceptre had 
departed from Judah, and the lawgiver from between his feet.” Jeru- 
salem was in bondage with her children; and oppressed and bowed 
down beneath the yoke of her enemies, she was waiting with anxious 
expectation for her promised Deliverer, who might save her from the 
hands of her oppressors, and restore to her her former prosperity. 
The latter, embracing by far the greater portion of the human family, 
were, as St. Paul declares, sunk in the lowest depths of superstition and. 
vice. Satan, the God of this world, driven out from the abode of hap- 
piness, had established his kingdom upon earth, and was then exer- 
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cising an almost undisputed sway over every nation and people upon 
the face of the whole earth; millions upon millions of immortal beings, 
taken captive by him at his will, were worshipping at his shrine, and 
offering incense upon the polluted altars which he had reared on 
almost every shore. Such was the condition of the world at that 
time. ‘ Darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness, the people.” 
“The whole creation groaned, and travailed in pain together,” because 
of sin. But thus it was not to be always. God, by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, had foretold of a Seed of the woman which should bruise 
the serpent’s head: of One by whom the kingdom of Satan should be 
overthrown and utterly destroyed ; and in whom all the families of the 
earth should be blessed. By His servant Jeremiah, He had spoken 
of a righteous Branch whom He would raise up unto David; of a 
King who should reign, and prosper, and execute judgment, and jus- 
tice in the earth: and by the lips of his prophet Daniel, He had fore- 
told of a kingdom, which the God of heaven would set up in the earth ; 
which should never be destroyed; but which should break in pieces and 
consume all other kingdoms; and should itself stand for ever and ever. 
The nature too of this kingdom He had plainly marked out. It was 
to be diverse from all others ; a spiritual kmgdom, whose officers should 
be peace and her exactors righteousness; the government of which 
should be upon the shoulders of Him who is called “ Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace.” forthe setting up of this kingdom, the Jews were taught, by 
their sacred Scriptures, to look with fond anticipations; and at the very 
time when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod 
the king, many, like the aged and venerable Simeon, were waiting for 
the consolation of Israel. When, therefore, our blessed Lord, in com- 
pliance with the request made by his disciples, ‘‘ Lord teach us to pray 
as John also taught his disciples,” gave to them the direction, ‘when ye 
pray say, Our Father which art in heaven, Thy kingdom come,” He 
bid them go and ask of God that He would fulfil the promise which of 
old He had made unto Abraham, and the oath that He sware unto Isaac. 
He would have them supplicate the Almighty for the accomplishment 
of those his gracious purposes towards his Church and people, yea 
and the whole world, which He had ages before revealed in his sacred 
Word. Inshort, He was directing them to pray for the bringing in of 
the new covenant, for the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom upon 
earth the building up of the Christian Church, and the universal diffu-. 
sion in all lands of the Gospel of the Son of God, and for the hastening of 
that blessed period, “ when the kingdoms of this world should become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ—and the knowledge of 
God should cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.’’ And surely 
never, since the foundations of the world were laid, was there a time 
when sucha prayer was more needed. ‘‘ The world by wisdom knew not 
God;” reason had exerted her utmost powers to find out the truth, but 
the noblest efforts of the mightiest intellects served only to show more 
strikingly the absolute need in which man stood of a Divine Instructor. 
Ignorance and error, idolatry and superstition had overspread the 
whole Gentile world; and Satan with unwearied diligence was seeking 
to extinguish. that ray'ef light which still shone in the midst of the 
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surrounding darkness, and served to deliver from idolatry and false 
religion God’s chosen people. Already had he seduced from allegiance 
to their Maker, the greater portion of those whom He had created to 
serve and glorify Him upon earth; and encouraged by his past success, 
with bold and impious daring, he seemed just labouring to complete 
his deadly work ; that having caused a universal apostacy from God, he 
might wield an entire sway over all the inhabitants of this lower 
world. Then, indeed, was it time for the Almighty to arise and plead 
his own cause,to break the power of Satan, and re-establish his rightful 
dominion over the hearts of men. Andthen did the Lord Jesus, who 
had himself descended from heaven to effect this glorious work, to 
destroy the power of Satan, and establish upon earth the reign of 
righteousness, and peace, and holiness, give commandment to 
his faithful followers, to lift up their hearts in prayer to the ever- 
lasting Father for the speedy accomplishment of this mighty under- 
taking, and say “Thy kingdom come.” ‘Thus taught by Him whom 
they verily believed to be the Christ, the Son of the living God, they 
poured forth their supplications with unceasing earnestness and un- 
wavering faith, before the throne of grace: and, though they knew 
not then the full meaning of that prayer, and understood not altogether 
the spiritual character of that kingdom for whose coming they prayed, 
yet soon it was heard and answered. The mysterious command came 
forth from the throne of the Eternal, ‘“ Awake O sword against the man 
that is My Fellow,smite the Shepherd and the sheep shall be scattered.” 
Jesus was nailed to the accursed tree, and expiring in agony upon the 
cross amidst the revilings of the ungodly, he exclaimed, “It is 
finished.” The foundation of God’s new and spiritual kingdom was 
thus laid in the blood of his well-beloved Son; and from that hour, it 
commenced its triumph over the kingdom of sin, Satan and death. 
Jesus, risen from the grave, victorious over all his enemies, appointed 
his chosen followers rulers and ministers in his kingdom; and leaving 
with them the promise of his constant presence and protection, and 
the assurance that the gates of hell should never prevail against them, 
He ascended to the right hand of his Father. His faithful servants for- 
got not the prayer which their Lord had taught them, but assembled 
at Jerusalem, they again with one accord lifted up their voices to their 
Father in heaven, and prayed ‘“ Thy kingdom come.” Again that 
prayer was heard and answered. Suddenly there came from heaven 
the sound as of a mighty rushing wind which filled the house where 
they were assembled. It was the fulfilment of the Saviour’s promise. 
It was the outpouring of the ever Blessed Spirit; by whose all pow- 
erful agency the glorious work, begun by Christ himself, was to be 
carried on; by whose Almighty energy the Redeemer’s kingdom was 
to be established in every nation under heaven. 

Thus endued with power from on high, acting in their Master’s 
name and by His authority, they went forth to the work assigned them. 
They preached every where that men should repent. They announced 
the fact of the Saviour’s advent, and declared in the ears of perishing 
sinners, the glad tidings of salvation. The dark clouds of ignorance, 
and superstition, and false religion vanished before the bright beams of 
the Sun of Righteousness. ‘The prince of this world was cast out ; 
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and his polluted altars, on which thousands had offered their daily 
sacrifices, were overthrown and destroyed, Soon,in almost every part 
of the then known world. the cross of Christ was planted, and the 
precious truths of the everlasting Gospel published ; and there, where 
for ages the temples of the Gods many and Lords many of the heathen 
world had stood, fresh altars were raised to the Triune God, whence 
ascended the pure and hallowed incense of prayer and praise to the 
everlasting Father, through the all-prevailing mediation of his well- 
beloved Son. 

Thus was the prayer, which Jesus taught his followers in the 
day when He sojourned upon earth, heard and answered. Thus was 
the power of Satan weakened, and his usurped dominion taken away ; 
the kingdom of the God of heaven set up ; and the reign of peace, and 
righteousness, and truth begun among men. And as now we look back 
upon all that has transpired since the day that Christ was lifted up 
upon the cross ; as we trace out all the vast and wonderful changes 
which have taken place in man’s spiritual state and condition, since 
the command was first given by our Lord to his Apostles, and through 
them to all his followers, in each succeeding generation, we need no 
longer be in doubt as to the import of the words, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come.” 
That which has already been accomplished by God’s almighty 
power, in answer to this oft repeated supplication of his Church and 
people, seems clearly and abundantly to explain to us its true meaning. 

But has then this prayer been so fully answered, as to render it unne- 
cessary that Christians should any longer take it upon their lips and 
offer it anew at the throne of grace? No; and one object which we 
have proposed, is to point out the urgent need there is, that it should 
be now, as of old, unceasingly and earnestly presented before God, by 
all the true and faithful followers of the Lord Jesus. And surely it 
will not be necessary for me to adduce many and various arguments 
in proof of this. For, although, as has been already remarked, the power 
of the evil One has been wonderfully weakened, and the fatal blow has 
been struck, which must in the end prove the utter ruin of his kingdom 
of darkness ; yet is the painful fact continually before us, and forced 
as it were upon our attention, that his dominion is not yet wholly taken 
away, nor his reign over the hearts and wills of men wholly ceased. 

Still, as we cast our eyes on the different regions of the earth, a sad 
and gloomy spectacle presents itself to our view. Itis that of many 
and great nations, not yet rescued from the night of heathenism; of 
multitudes who know not God, and acknowledge not their allegiance to 
the King of heaven; who have never bowed beneath the gentle 
sceptre of the Prince of Peace, nor heard of the adorable name of 
Jesus; but who still yield a willing obedience to the God of this 
world, and bend submissive beneath the galling yoke of his cruel 
bondage. 

Of the 800 millions of mankind who inhabit our globe, not more 
than 250 millions have yet been reclaimed from idolatry, and bear even 
the outward mark of members of Christ’s kingdom. Whilst the increas- 
ing vast multitude, whether bowing down before the dumb and sense- 
less idols, which their own hands have made and fashioned; or wor- 
shipping the hosts of heaven; or else deluded followers of the false 
prophet ; are all to be numbered among the subjects of that evil Spirit, 
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through whose secret influence they have been led, and are now kept 
in their wretched state of blindness and sin. Nor is this all. Even 
in Christian countries and in many regions of the earth, where the 
grosser forms of idolatry and superstition no longer prevail, there are 
thousands who are still sitting in darkness, destitute of the means of 
grace, living without God, and dying without hope. Look but to our 
own beloved State, and behold in how many places the light of the 
glorious gospel shines, if at all, with a dim and half obscured lustre ; 
its blessed and saving truths corrupted, changed, and almost lost sight of, 
in the midst of the surrounding darkness; and, through the ignorance 
of those, who, whilst undertaking to instruct others, have need of some 
one to teach thenr what are the first principles of the oracles of God, 
See what numbers, in our very midst, are perishing for lack of know- 
ledge, even the knowledge of a crucified Saviour, and of the .way and 
means of escaping the wrath of God, and securing for themselves an 
inheritance of glory beyond the tomb. Survey the length and breadth 
of each and every nominally Christian land ; and mark what frightful 
evidences meet the eye at every turn, of the prevalence of vice and 
corruption, of spiritual blindness and ignorance of God and his laws ; 
all, alas, the too sure and undeniable proofs of the influence and 
power which the ruler of the darkness of this world still exercises even 
among those who are called Christians. Now, whilst such is the state 
and condition of the world, shall the followers and friends of the 
Redeemer set aside the prayer which He has given them, forget his 
command, and cease their intercession for the coming of his kingdom ? 
Shall they now sit down satisfied with the progress which his Church 
has made in the earth; content that the rest of their fellow-beings be 
left to perish in their blindness, and that Satan should still reign over 
the inheritance which Jesus has purchased for himself, even with the 
price of his own most precious blood! God forbid, my brethren, 
that we, who call ourselves by his name, should be so destitute of love 
to the Saviour, of zeal for the glory of God, and of concern for the 
everlasting welfare of our fellow men. 

Rather should we, animated by the recollection of the noble tri- 
umphs which the Gospel of Christ has already achieved in the face of the 
most determined opposition, and encouraged by the gracious answers 
which the Almighty has, in times past, vouchsafed to the prayers of his 
faithful servants, lift up our hearts and voices anew to Him, and in the 
very language of his beloved Son, pray “ Thy kingdom come.” Yea, 
like the blessed Apostle, our spirits stirred within us, when we see so 
many nations wholly given to idolatry, and such multitudes in Chris- 
tian lands still under the yoke of Satan and subjects of his kingdom, 
we should approach the mercy seat of the Most High and cry mightily 
unto Him for the speedy fulfilment of his promise, that He wili give 
unto the Redeemer, ‘the heathen for his inheritance and the utmost 
parts of the earth for his possession ;” we should ask of Him to make 
bare his holy arm and manifest his resistless might, for the more entire 
overthrow of the kingdom of darkness, and the more complete deliv- 
erance of mankind from the bondage of corruption. We should not 
keep silence, neither give to our God any rest, till He establish and 
till He make Jerusalem a praise in all the earth. Yea, we should not 
cease night nor day, to pour forth from the depths of our souls that 
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prayer for the coming of Messiah’s kingdom, until we behold with 
our eyes the accomplishment of that prediction, “ All shall know me 
from the least to the greatest;” and our ears catch the sound of a voice 
from heaven saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever.” 

But it is time that we pass on to the third and last point pro- 
posed for your consideration, i. e., the bounden and solemn obli- 
gation which rests upon all who do offer the petition contained in the 
text, to exert their utmost energies, and do all that in them lies towards 
the accomplishment of that for which they pray. And surely, brethren, 
it can be accounted little less than a solemn mockery, for Christians 
thus to approach the throne of grace, day after day, and week after 
week, with the request upon their lips for the advancement of the 
Saviour’s kingdom among men, and the spread of his Gospel on the 
earth ; whilst they refuse or neglect to make use of the very means 
which He, in infinite wisdom, has ordained for the effecting of this great 
and glorious object! Do you inquire what these means are? The 
answer is furnished in God’s ownsacred Word, There He has plainly 
revealed to us his purpose, through the agency and instrumentality of 
his Church and people, to effect gradually that which, had He been so 
pleased, He might have accomplished in the shortest period of time. 
There we learn, how that by the foolishness of preaching, it has pleased 
Him to save them which believe: and by the sending forth of his min- 
istering servants, with the blessed Gospel in their hands, to dispel the 
darkness of heathenism, and shed upon benighted souls the light of 
eternal truth ; to overturn and destroy the power of sin, Satan, and 
death, and establish his dominion over all the nations of the earth. 
There, on the pages of the inspired volume, stands recorded the 
Saviour’s own direction, given first to his apostles, but no less applica- 
ble to their successors in the ministry, even to the end of the world, 
‘Go ye into all the world and make disciples of all nations ; baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.”’ And, where, now, we demand, is the Christian who has 
it not in his power, in a greater or less degree, thus, in the very way 
of God’s appointment, to promote the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom upon earth, and to further the glorious object for which He 
came into the world and shed his precious blood? True itis, that all are 
not called to assume the sacred office of ambassadors for Christ, and go 
forth as heralds of the cross, to proclaim the glad tidings of redeeming 
love in the ears of their fellow men ; or to plant the standard of the 
cross on distant shores. Neither is it the province of all who bear the 
Saviour’s name to minister in holy things, and dispense the sacred ordi- 
nances, and perform the hallowed rites of his holy religion. Still may 
every private Christian, yea, even the humblest member of the Church, 
in his proper sphere, materially aid in effecting that which all pro- 
fess, at least, to desire and long for, i. e. the wider dissemination of 
the Christian faith in the earth, and the increase of pure and undefiled 
religion among men, In our day, at least, there is no lack of opportu- 
nity for the exercise of active benevolence on the part of the Chris- 
tian. None can now excuse themselves for not engaging heartily and 
zealously in the cause of God and of Christ; and for not co-operating 
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in the noble effort to suppress iniquity and vice, and to establish righte- 
ousness, and truth, and peace, and religion in the world. 

Many are the channels in which our charity may now flow. Various 
are the ways and means which have been devised for the accomplish- 
mont of this grand object. Each year that passes by witnesses the 
formation of some new society,the professed object of which is to help 
forward the cause of Christianity in the world. ‘Too many of these, 
alas, mere human institutions, established by those who have them- 
selves departed from the faith once delivered to the saints, conducted 
on principles of at least doubtful expediency, and altogether independ- 
ent of, if not in opposition to Christ’s holy Church, must, in the end, 
prove worse than useless. The pious Christian and the consistent 
Churchman may well hesitate ere he gives to some of these his coun- 
tenance and aid. He has need to watch and take heed, lest he spend 
his time, his labour, his influence and his wealth, in disseminating error 
rather than truth, in sustaining institutions which encourage morality 
without religion, and lead men to trust in their own goodness, and not 
the alone merits of a crucified Saviour, for acceptance with God. 
Ere he unite with any society of mere human origin, the professed 
object of which is to further the cause of true religion among men, 
the Christian should at least be well assured that the means to be em- 
ployed are such as are in entire accordance with the will of God, and 
the teachings of His holy Word. And itis, brethren, because we are 
firmly persuaded that such is the case with the Society whose anniver- 
sary we this day celebrate, that we the more cheerfully und confidently 
commend it to your notice, and ask for it your zealous and liberal sup- 
port. True, there are alterations in its constitution, which many of its 
members desire to see effected ; and a more intimate connection of the 
Society with the Convention of the Diocese is deemed, by many of its 
warmest friends, a measure of great importance to its future welfare 
and usefulness: but, as regards the object of the Society and the 
means to be made use of in effecting it, there can be but one opinion, 
All must heartily approve of these—the Advancement of Christianity 
in South-Carolina—the wider spread of the blessed Gospel of Christ 
through our beloved State—the more complete establishment of 
Christ’s holy Church, in every district—the providing for those who are 
spiritually destitute the means of grace and salvation: and this, by the 
distribution of copies of the Bible and Book of Common Prayer, and 
other réligious works of approved reputation ; by aiding youths of 
genius and piety in their preparation for the sacred ministry; and 
chiefly by sending forth missionaries, to preach the glad tidings of 
salvation to perishing sinners, to administer the holy sacraments 
ordained by Christ Himself for man’s spiritual benefit and the promo- 
tion of his eternal happiness, and “to seek for his sheep that are dis- 
persed abroad, and for His children who are in the midst of this naughty 
world, that they may be saved through Christ for ever.” Whoamong 
us, brethren, can hesitate for a moment, to aid in such a work as this ? 
And yet the annual income of the Society, as the last report shows, is 
altogether inadequate to meet the calls that are made upon it for 
assistance from different parts of the Diocese. Newly formed con- 
gregations, unable to support a minister of themselves, have been 
refused the help of the Society, and that rich and inviting field for mis- 
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sionary labour among the coloured portion of our population, has, in 
many places, been suffered to lie waste and uncultivated, because the 
treasury is empty and the funds exhausted. Alas, brethren, for the 
lukewarmness and indifierence, which so many, who call themselves 
Christians, manifest in regard to the spiritual and everlasting welfare 
of their countrymen, their neighbours, and their own households and 
dependants. Alas, that zeal for the glory of God, and love to Him who 
suffered, and bled, and died for our salvation, should so languish in our 
midst. Alas, that they who continually, both in public and in private, 
at home and in the sanctuary, repeat the words of our text, and pray 
that Christ’s kingdom may come, should realize so little the obligation 
which rests upon them to labour and strive, by every means in their 
power, to bring to pass that for which they pray. Oh! could we but 
witness more real heartfelt interest among the members of our Zion, 
in regard to missionary operations at home and among ourselves. 
Could we behold an ardent desire to satisfy the spiritual wants of 
every famishing soul among the poor of our own land; then, indeed, 
might we reasonably expect tosee a spirit of enlarged benevolence 
springing up in our midst, and a more lively interest and a deeper 
sympathy felt inthe millions who are perishing in blindness and in sin 
in distant and in heathen lands. But, whilst men care not for the souls 
of those whom the Providence of God has placed at their very doors; 
whilst they neglect or refuse to contribute of their substance, to pro- 
mote their eternal welfare, and to furnish them with the bread of life 
and the cup of salvation; whilst they are indifferent to the advance- 
ment of Christianity in their own borders; hardly can we expect 
that they will seek to plant the cross of Christ in other lands, or do 
much to rescue from blindness and perdition, those who dwell in other 
climes, and seem to have less claim upon their sympathy and their 
love. 

Let it not, then, be supposed by any, that in urging with peculiar 
emphasis the claims which this home Society has upon their Christian 
liberality, we undervalue, or are indifferent to the efforts that are 
making to supply the spiritual necessities of other and more distant 
lands. No, brethren; for how can it but be the heartfelt desire, the 
constant aim and endeavor, as it is the earnest prayer of every true 
Christian, that the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ Jesus may 
shine upon all nations, and that every lost and ruined sinner, be he “Jew 
or Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free,” be he near or far off, 
should hear what God hath done for his soul, and be furnished with the 
means of grace and salvation, which are in Jesus Christ? Fain would 
we awaken in your breasts a lively interest in the spiritual welfare of 
those around you. Fain would we call forth the active exercise of 
your charity, in behalf of the inhabitants of our own beloved State ; too 
many of whom, alas, are stillaliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenant of promise, being without God in the 
world, and dying without hope in the life to come. For then would 
the flame of love, once kindled, grow brighter and brighter, and its 
influence extend farther and farther. Then would your efforts for the 
accomplishment of that noble object, for which our Lord has com- 
mande d us to pray, be such as become those who have been redeemed, 
‘not with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot.” 














Corruption of Human Nature. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


CORRUPTION OF HUMAN NATURE. 


Messrs. Editors:—In the January No. of your valuable Journal is 
an Article of peculiar interest, entitled, “ AN ILLUSTRATION IN FAVOUR 
OF THE DOCTRINE THAT ALL MEN HAVE PARTICIPATED IN ADAM’s 
TRANSGRESSION, AND ARE ACCOUNTABLE FOR HIS SIN, BEING SINNERS IN 
THE LOINS OF ApAM.” The reasoning of the Article is right to the 
point. It is one of the clearest illustrations of the above doctrine I 
remember ever to have seen, and shows in a manner evident to the hum- 
blest capacity, that it is neither more nor less than “a fond thing, vainly 
“invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather 
‘‘repugnant to the Word of God.”—* Zion,” the illustrator, says— 
“tis well known that there are several species of animals in the lower 
“ orders, which may be subdivided and become perfect animals of their 
“kind. Each of these again, may be subdivided into many more, 
‘and soon, each of these parts would become an animal like the 
“original one.” ‘Now we will suppose, that we meet with one of 
these animals, and it were possible for it to offend us. And we say to 
it, a day of reckoning will:come, when we will punish you for your 
offence. We leave it for the present. Some one meets it and cuts it 
up into a number of parts: each of these parts is subdivided into many 
more, and these again into others. After this we return to call 7 to 
an account, and to punish it. Now which is the one that gave the 
offence, and which will we punish?” Where is the original offender ? 
Does it now possess any separate individual existence? ** No,” says Zion, 
“it is divided into all these parts, and in order to punish it, we must 
“ punish each and every part.’”’ ‘So it is with Adam.” And therefore 
if we believe “that all men have participated in Adam’s transgressjon, 
“and are accountable for his sin,” we must believe that there is but 
one human soul, of which each individual of the human race has a 
piece only—and that Adam has now no separate personal or individual 
existence. ‘ But he has been divided and subdivided a vast number 
of times,” and in order to punish, or pardon him, ‘each and every 
part” i, e., every individual of the human race must be punished or 
pardoned !” 

I doubt not ‘ Zion” was Ied into this error from not duly considering 
the important distinction between inheriting a corrupt nature, and 
participating in the act by which that nature was corrupted. The sin 
of Adam was an actual sin, and one peculiar to himself personally and 
individually—the partaking of the forbidden fruit, But inasmuch as 
the defilement and corruption then, and by that act engendered in him, 
penetrated and infected his very nature, without being participators in 
the act, we are partakers of this corruption—of his corrupted nature— 
and while we are not accountable for his particular sin, receiving from’ 
him by generation, that infection of nature caused by it, “in every 
person born into this world, 2¢ deserveth God’s wrath and damnation.” 
Article IX, GRACE. 
VOL. XXV.—No, 2. 6 
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SELECTED AND ALTERED FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER: 


APHORISM.—OF DETRACTION AMONG RELIGIOUS PROFESSORS. 


“They who have attained to a self-pleasing pitch of civility or 
formal religion, have usually that point of presumption with it, that 
they make their own size the model and rule to examine all by. 
What is below it, they condemn indeed as profane; but what is 
beyond it, they account needless and affected preciseness: and 
therefore, are as ready as others, to let fly invectives or bitter taunts 
against either; these are the keen and poisoned shafts of the tongue, 
and a persecution that shall be called to a strict account. It is not 
expressible how deep a wound a tongue sharpened to this work will give, 
with no noise and a very little word. 

“All true REMEDY must begin at the heart; the weights and 
wheels are there; the clock strikes according to their motion. A 
candid, ingenuous mind, delights in the good name and commenda- 
tion of others; passes by their defects, unwilling to speak or hear of 
them; and readily takes notice of their virtues, He that willingly 
drinks in tales and calumnies, will, from the delight he hath in evil 
hearing, slide insensibly into the humor of evil speaking. It is 
strange how most persons deal with themselves on this point; we 
find no hatred of this ill in scarcely any societies, but rather 
tokens of taking pleasure in it: and until a Christian sets himself to 
an inward watchfulness over his heart, not suffering in it any thought 
that is uncharitable, or any vain self-esteem, he will still be subject to 
somewhat of this, in the tongue or ear at least. 

“Three things mark the favorable condition of the man who 
dwells upon the holy hill, and abides in the tabernacle of the Lord. 
He walketh uprightly, fulfilling all the states and ordinances of the 
gospel blamelessly ; he worketh righteousness, discharging all moral 
duties; he speaketh the truth from his heart, abiding and being one 
with THE TRUTH, Which is THE LIFE of the soul. Let us seek much 
after this. Let us speak nothing to God, nor men, but what is the 
sense of a single unfeigned heart. O sweet truth! excellent, but 
rare sincerity! he that loves that truth within, loves him too, who is 
at once thetruthand the life,the Son of God. He can work it there. 
Let us seek it of him. 

« Among the Romans, to favour the tongue, meant to be silent. We 
say, Hold your tongue! as if it were an injunction, that could not be 
carried into effect but by manual force, the pincers of the forefinger 
and thumb! And verily—I blush to say it—it is not Women and 
Frenchmen only that would rather have their tongues bitten than 
bitted, when they are obliged to remain silent; and who, under such 
circumstances, feel their souls in a strait-waiscoat.” 





—————-. 


The Holy Spirit is an antidote against seven poisons; itis wisdom 
against folly ; quickness of apprehension against dullness ; faithfulness 
of memory against forgetfulness ; fortitude against fear; knowledge 
against ignorance; piety against profaneness; and humility against 
pride. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 

EXTRACT OF A SERMON DELIVERED IN ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, CARLOW- 
VILLE, ALABAMA, BY THE REV. F. B. LEE, ON THE DEATH OF L. E. 
DAWSON—SUNDAY, 13TH FEBRUARY, 1848. 

I need not cal] to your remembrance, brethren, another, who has 
been taken from our little flock. The event is too recent, too lament- 
able, to pass soon from recollection. In his death, the community has 
sustained a loss almost irreparable ; and the Church been deprived of 
a devoted member and a most zealous and able advocate. It becomes 
me not, nor is it necessary in this place, to speak of his eminence in 
the secular profession, to which he was attached; nor is it proper 
that, I should eulogize the dead, further than is called for by a regard 
to the moral and religious improvement of the living. And truly, my 
friends, there is enough in the example before us to claim our admira- 
tion and imitation. As a member of society, who does not recollect 
those social qualities, and that comprehensive mind entertaining and 
instructing the circle around him. As a husband and father, he 
afforded a pattern of gentleness and affection, which commanded the 
love and reverence of those comnected with him by these dearest of 
earthly ties, and worthy to be followed by all, who participate in these 
several relations. As a Christian, he manifested an ardent desire to 
unite with others in the worship of the Sanctuary, and the holy servi- 
ces of our Liturgy were his admiration and delight. Nor, my friends, 
was this the disposition of his heart for any brief period of his life. 
At an early age he became a Communicant in our Apostolic Church, 
and through life he manifested an untiring devotion to Christ, the great 
Head of that Church. And how intimately is he associated with the 
religious condition and prosperity of this congregation. One of two, 
if not himself the first of our male communicants, he gave to the 
profession of religion amongst us the benefit of his influence; and 
recommended it by his force of character, to the interest and atten- 
tion of the sterner sex. Your minister can well remember, brethren, 
the satisfaction, with which he hailed this new accession to the number 
of his christian professors, when his labours, fora long time, were 
productive of but littlesympathy, and seemed destined to terminate in 
hopeless despondency. To the great Disposer of all things be the 
praise for the blessings, which have since been bestowed upon us for 
the increase of his glory, and the comfort and hope of many around 
me. He alone can direct the workings of his own designs—His, are 
the instruments—His, the power. but, still may we further praise 
Him for the good examples of all those, whom He has called to the 
profession of His holy faith, and, especially, at this time, for the evi- 
dence of its power in sustaining our departed brother through years 
of earthly trials, affording him asure confidence and hope in the hour 
of dissolution. Let us endeavour, fellow christians, to cherish the love 
he had for the Church of his choice and her holy services. Let us use 
them in heartfelt sincerity and devotion to the honour of Him, who gave 
and of Him, who was given aransom for our souls, Let us set our affec- 
tions upon the spiritual good, which is to be found in the Paradise of 
God—the blessed company of the redeemed in Heaven—and irithe end, 
we shall be prepared to meet the King of terrors with undisturbed 
composure, and a perfect anticipation of pardon and acceptance from 
Him, who died for us and rose again. 
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WOWLGES OF WAVY PUBLICATIONS. 
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The Children’s Magazine.—This excellent. little work is not by any 
means sufficiently circulated in this Diocese...’ There are hundreds of 
families in which one or more copies might be taken and ought to be 
taken, in which the work is not known even by name. Its excellence 
and influence are little dreamed of by those who have not taken pains 
to make themselves acquainted with it. We have before us the quar- 
terly number (for it is issued both quarterly and monthly, as subscribers 
may prefer to take it) for January, February and ‘March of the present 
year, and consider it as cheap a book, and as valuable of its kind, as 
we have ever seen. No less than thirty articles, twelve of them origi- 
nal, diversify its pages, and three excellent engravings on tinted paper 
beautify them. The poetry is of the highest excellence, and the 
selection of subjects both in that and in the prose articles, is judicious 
in every respect.—All this (72 pages) done up in the neatest style, for 
a single “fip |!” ortwenty-five cents ayear. A better, more attractive, 
or more useful child’s book it would be hard to find. No Churchman’s 
child ought to be without it—Church Times. 


An Essay on Canon Law, delivered before the Asssociate Alumni of the 
General Theological Seminary, &c., at their Triennial Meeting in 1847 ; 
to which is appended an Index of the Canonical Code of the Primitive 
Eastern and Western Church ; and also a Digest of the Canon Law of 
the Church in the United States, mith the Canons passed im 1847. 
By Rev. Wm. H. Odenheimer, A. M., New-York; Daniel Dana, Jr., 
20 John-street.—Such a work is not only of the highest use and impor- 
tance to the Church, but it is creditable to the author and to the 
association before whom it was produced. If ‘“ the Associate Alumni 
of the General Theological Seminary” give such results of their annual 
and triennial meetings, they will soon raise the character of their Alma 
Mater to a height where she can quietly look down upon the ignorance 
and prejudice which vainly attempt to excite the Church against one 
of the noblest of her Institutions. 

In this work we have the harmonious results of learning, patient 
industry, and sound judgment, directed to a most practical and useful 
end. It requires no prophetical spirit to foretell a large circulation 
and a lasting repute for this unpretending, but most valuable produc- 
tion. We shall take the sae of borrowing some extracts from it 
on points which will best manifest its utility. We can only now give 
the general Divisions of the essay. The author says: 

“ As our examination will partake of a historical rather than scien- 
tific character, I propose to treat,— 

ist. Of the Definition, Origin, and Varieties of Law in general. 


2nd. Of Canon Law; its Divisions and Codes. 


38rd. Of the Catholic Canon Law; General Councils, history, 


authority, and Canons. 
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4th. Of the Canon Law of the Church of England during the 
British, Norman, and Anglican periods, 7. e., before and after Augustin, 
and since the Reformation. 

5th. Of the Canon Law of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. 

In an appendix to this last head the author has given a most useful 
result of great labour aud excellent judgement, viz., A Digest OF THE 
Canon Law. In this, the Canons, which to one not long practised, 
are complete chaos, have been classified according to their different 
titles and thus reduced to order. We subjoin the following extract 
from a letter of one of our most learned bishops. Referring to this 
work he says.—‘“‘It fully answers my expectations—except In one 
point—not including the Rubrics of the Prayer Book. But it would 
be most ungracious to complain because more has not been done when 
so much has been performed, and so well. Itis the jirst step towards 
our having a code of laws; and [am much mistaken if this work, 
when it comes to be generally known, do not take place as an indis- 
pensable assistant for every clergyman.— Banner of the Cross. 

The above works is for sale by A. E. Mituer, No. 4, Broad-street, 
Charleston. 
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SHHACWIONS 


HEIDELBERG CATECHISM. 
From the work of Dr. Nevins, Professor of Theology in the Seminary of the German 
Reformed Church, on the Heidelberg Catechism. 


The True Character of Protestantism. 


“ The character of the Protestant faith generally, in the 16th cen- 
tury, did not stand in mere contradistinction to the faith of Rome. It 
had large contents of its own—an upward independent life, which it 
felt bound to assert ; and it was the assertion of this life only which 
threw it necessarily into the attitude of protest against the errors of 
the ancient Church. In all this, of course, there was no thought of 
breaking all historical connexion with the life of the ancient Church 
itself. On the contrary, the sense of the objective, the historical, the 
Catholic, and the always enduring, in the Church, as distinguished 
from the waywardness of mere private judgment and individual will, 
wrought powerfully in the whole theology ef the age——The 16th 
century was not simply Protestant; it was Catholic—Re/ormed Catho- 
lic—at the same time.”’—p. 148. 


The Apostles’ Creed. 


“Tt is not saying too much to affirm, that with a large part of our 
modern Protestantism, the Creed has come to be well nigh shorn of 
its credit altogether. Eyen when it may be allowed theoretically to be 
of some authority, it is too common still to make little or no account 
of it, practically. It has become silent to a fearful extent in the 
family, in the school, and in the pulpit, Rationalism, and the spirit of 
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sect—the great plague of our present Christianity—can never be 
expected, of course, to take any pleasure in the Creed. Puritanism, 
too, though professing to regard it with some favor cannot be expected 
to admire it much at heart. Itis hard for it to say,—I BELIEVE IN THE 
Ho.iy Caruotic Cuurcu—even if the article on the descent to HapgEs 
were out of the way. Puritanism sees nothing divine in the Creed; 
in fact, holds itself competent in full to manufacture on the shortest 
notice for the use of Christendom, a snerrer Creed; or if need be, 
-half a dozen better creeds; quarrying the whole material fresh from 
the bible, in the way of private judgment, without any thanks to this 
old Symbolum Apostolicum whatsoever. Witness the endless 
COVENANTS of single Congregational churches in New England, and 
the West. Witness the Confession of Faith, not long since framed by 
a few New England Missionaries at Constantinople, for the organiza- 
tion and control of the new Protestant Armenian Church, whose foun- 
dations have been laid in that city; a work professedly drawn, by 
ORIGINAL deduction from the Bible, elaborated in the course of a few 
days or hours, without one syllable in recognition of the ancient fun- 
damental Creed of Christendom, Witness again, the articles of the 
great World’s Convention at London. Christendom to be united on 
sucu a basis! An Evangelical alliance that might seem never to have 
heard of the SymBo._icum Apostoticum.’—pp. 149, 150. 


The Sacraments. 


“The Sacraments are held to carry with them an objective force. 
Their constitution includes grace for all who are prepared to turn it 
to account. Thus Baptism is not only a symbol of the washing of 
regeneration, but a solemn authentication of the fact itself—the proper 
body of its inward soul—in all cases where the requisite conditions of 
its presence are at hand....... So, again, the Lord’s Supper is the 
actual bearer of a divine life; the mediatorial life of the Son of God, 
designated as His Body and Blood, with which He feeds the souls of 
His people by the power of the Holy Ghost, unto everlasting salvation. 
It is not a token merely of our interests in the atonement of Christ, 
but serves actually to unite us more and more to His sacred. Body, 
thus helping forward that great mystery by which we are to become 
fully like Him at last, in the power of a common life.”—p. 152. 


Ecclesiastical Usage. 


“Tn full harmony with the Catholic and sacramental character 
of the Catechism, we find it to be churchly also in all its connexions 
and associations. . Its proper historical relations in this view, include 
the altar, the organ and the gown; Church lessons, and a Church 
year, with its regular cycle of religious festivals; repetitions of the 
Lord’s Prayer and Creed; liturgical servicesy an entire order of 
worship, in short, which to the nostrils of modern Puritanism, it is to 
be feared, would carry no small stench of Popery itself throughout.”— 
pp. 152, 153.— Church Times. ’ 


' 
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BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 


Messrs. Editors—Do ask your readers to read this Selection with 
attention. It is fromthe ‘ True Catholic.” 


“In the conduct of this inquiry it has been my object to show, 

“1, That in Scripture, Baptism is considered as the commencement of 
a new period, as an epoch of the religious life, from whence the Chris- 
tian dates a new state of spiritual existence, carrying with it new privi- 
leges, capacities of action, and expectations; or, in other words, a 
state of salvation. 

“2. That the Sacrament of Baptism is not only the symbol and seal, 
but the channel and organ of that inward grace, of which it is, in a 
strict and sacramental sense, the outward and visible sign. 

“3. That the grace conferred in Baptism, and expressed in Scripture 
by a variety of phrases and figures of speech, is not, strictly speaking, 
a practical change ; such a change, I mean, as must be tested by 
consciousness, and experience, and results, but a change of state 
and relative condition, accompanied with an earnest or first princi- 
ple of new life, and a promise of such spiritual power, as may enable 
the recipient to continue in this state of salvation, and to carry on 
that moral and practical change, which this mystical change implies 
and requires. 

“4, That the change which has been stated and described in the 
course of this treatise, was, in strict accordance with the language of 
Scripture, usually denominated Regeneration by the whole body of 
ancient Christians. 

“5, That in this head of doctrine our Church has kept close to the 
language and sentiments of Christian antiquity, distinguishing the 
sacramental grace from the qualifications which it requires, and the 
effects which it is intended to produce; and using the word Regener- 
ation, in its Articles and Liturgy, to signify solely and singly the grace 
conferred on Christians in Baptism. 

“6. That the Scriptures uniformly contemplate the moral and practi- 
cal change of the human soul as effected through the medium of moral 
instruments: and never suppose that spiritual habits are formed in 
another manner, or follow another order,than such habits as are purely 
and exclusively moral. 

“7, That, consequently,the theory which contemplates Regeneration 
as an infusion or implantation of habits, or as a turning point from evil 
to good, attended with an entire change of mind, or a radical change 
of the parts and faculties of the soul, is not only inconsistent with the 
reasonable and‘moral constitution of man, but at variance with the 
nature and purposes of revealed religion. And that it is built on 
metaphysical positions which will not bear the test of examination, 
and on such exaggerated views of man’s sinfulness and degraded con- 
dition, as have no foundation in experience or Scripture, and involve 
consequences injurious to the cause of truth, and the interests of pure 
and unadulterated Christianity... ... ec cnccecvedececcntsctesduad . 
“ It is true that many strange and lamentable consequences have been 
supposed to flow from this doctrine by writers, who appear to think 
that the essence and spirituality of religion are intimately connected 
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with their own views of Regeneration; and have in consequence been 
more studious to maintain their own principles than to acquaint them- 
selves with the merits of the opposite theory. But these consequences 
do not flow from the opinions and statements of the advocates of this 
doctrine, but from opinions, which exist nowhere (so far at least as any 
parties to this controversy are concerned) but in the warm imagination 
and jealous fears of its opponents. ‘That no man, who has not been 
baptized, can possibly enter into the kingdom of heaven; that hypo- 
crites and profligate men are delivered from their sins, and endowed 
with the Hoty Guosr in Baptism, no less than true penitents and sin- 
cere believers; and that the baptismal action is always accompanied 
with a radical change of all the parts and faculties of the soul, are 
indeed fearful propositions, and pregnant with absurd and mischievous 
consequences. but since they are propositions which no one has 
advanced, and represent opinions which no one entertains, they may be 
safely left to their own fate. In fact, the question at issue has been 
completely-shifted, and placed upon a new bottom, by the advocates 
of the theory of Regeneration which has been canvassed. The real 
question is, whether, according to the doctrine of Scripture, the primi- 
tive and constant tradition of the ancient Churches, and the decided 
sense of the Church of England, Regeneration is the inward and 
spiritual grace of Baptism. The question argued by the other party 
has been—whether a thorough change of heart, an implantation of 
grace, an entire change of mind, ora radical change of all the parts 
and faculties of the soul, always take place in this Sacrament. But 
this mode of stating and arguing the question can be productive of no 
good effects, nor lead to any just conclusions; for it either assumes 
the very point on which the controversy hinges, or has recourse to the 
most paltry of all sophisms, a mere verbal equivocation,.......--. 
«‘ | have insisted the more largely on this subject, because it is closely 
combined with just and scriptural views of the great importance and 
spiritual effects of Baptism, which almost every other statement of the 
doctrine of Regeneration either invalidates or annihilates: and 
because it is of much moment to a right conception of the general 
scheme and nature of the Christian covenant. For according to the 
terms of this covenant, He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
and he that is baptized must observe all things whatsoever CuRisT 
commanded His Disciples. The Gospel covenant, therefore, is a 
covenant of grace on Gop’s part, and of belief and obedience on the 
partof man; and, consequently, it contemplates the Christian life as a 
real and unsophisticated state of probation, in which free grace and 
free obedience, justification in Gon’s sight and repentance and holiness 
of life, are correlatives, and imply each other; and man, who has 
been redeemed, and pardoned, and endowed with the Hoty Guost, 
has duties to perform, and conditions to fulfil, must continue stedfast 
in the faith, and must endeavor to walk in all the commandments of the 
Lorp blameless, and to have a conscience void of offence toward Gov and 
toward man. 

“ But the doctrine 6f Regeneration in Baptism fixes the commence- 
ment of the Christiana life in the right place, and secures the doctrine 
of universal grace within the pale of the Church, and the compre- 
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hension of the covenant, against every system which savours of neces- 
sity or favoritism, of absolute decrees, or capricious preferences. 
Without pretending to account for the gradual development of the 
truth, and the partial propagation of the Gospel, or for remarkable 
instances of Gop’s special grace, which must be resolved into his 
unsearchable purposes, it teaches us, that such baptized adults as are 
believers and penitents, and baptized iufants, who can present no bar 
of unbelief and impenitence, receive in this Sacrament the forgiveness 
of sins, and the gift or earnest of the Hoiy Gnost, as a principle of 
new and spiritual life; and are placed in a state of salvation, of which 
nothing but human negligence and default can deprive them. Still, 
however, it teaches us that this state is not only a state of grace, but a 
state of discipline and trial; and thatthe child of Gop and inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven, if he is wanting to his own soul, or is neglected 
and undone by the guardians of his early days, will become the child 
of the devil, and the inheritor of everlasting misery.” 
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From the Banner of the Cross. 
INSTRUCTIVE CORRESPONDENCE. 


No. I. 
PuiLape.puis, Feb. 8, 1848. 


Rev. Sur :—In conformity with your request, I will briefly state the 
object of my requested interview, viz: I BrLieve I have not been 
“buried with Christ by baptism.” Ihave not,received scriptural bap- 
tism ; but I have been sprinkled after man’s ordinance. This will 
therefore inform you of my determination, through the grace of God, 
to follow the command of Christ. 

Should it be customary with you to give certificates or letters of 
dismission to your members under similar circumstances, and when 
applied for, you will then please to receive this as such, and would 
confer a great favour, by a compliance as soon as possibly convenient. 

Believe me sincerely yours, &c. 

Rey. Dr. ——— 


No. II. 
PumapepuiA, Feb. 9, 1848, Wednesday. 


Dear Sir:—I am grieved by the intelligence conveyed to me in your 
note of yesterday, received last night. When you spoke to me respect- 
ing your doubts of the scriptural sufficiency of your baptism, I sup- 
posed that it was a loose notion which you had hastily taken up from 
some sectarian books you had been reading; and I hoped that further 
inquiry would satisfy you onthe subject. At the same time, I must 
not disguise that I had some fears,—caused partly by the disposition : 
you manifested in your interviews with me, (a disposition that seemed } 
to me more like that of a disputant than that of an inquirer,) and 
partly by your not acquiescing in the proposal I made to you, to put 
into your hands some standard works which, I thought, would place 
the matter before you in a proper light. But now, it seems, you have 
determined, (upon what, certainly, can be only a very slight and inade- 
VOL. XXV.— NO. 2. 
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quate examination of a much disputed question,) to forsake the 
communion of the Church, and to join yourself to a sect,—and asect 
that holds the most extreme Calvinistic views. So that the change 
you propose involves not only the question of baptism, but most im- 
portant questions of doctrine, and the vital point of Orders! How 
far you were prepared to investigate the point, with no knowledge of 
biblical criticism, no acquaintance with the Greek or Hebrew lan- 
guage, no information on ecclesiastical history, and no theological 
attainments, (as you have never studied any branch of Divinity,) I shall 
express no opinion, but leave yourself to judge. I warn you, my 
young friend, that you are venturing upon a most perilous and sinful 
step. Toseparate from the Church’s communion, you know, is schesm ; 
and that is a fearful sin. To repeat baptism is sacrilege. To join a 
sect is to put yourself where you will have no priesthood, no sacra- 
ments, no covenant-title to any Gospel privilege or promise. And 
then, you are to take down the monstrous dogmas of the Calvinistic 
theology—a scheme which, [ must think, is about the worst libel upon 
the Gospel that the Christian world presents, except the horrid fig- 
ments of Popery itself: If youare resolved, however, upon the dan- 
gerous and guilty measure, | have nothing more to say, except to 
remind you that I have reasoned with you about it;—that I have 
offered to put you in the way of understanding the subject better, but 
that you have not accepted the offer ;—and to warn you that you are 
doing wrong. 

If you are influenced at all to,unite yourself to the “ Baptists,” 
because you have not been found competent to be received as a Candi- 
date for Orders among us, you will recollect that every arrangement 
was made to give you a suitable education to fit you to be received in 
due time, but that you did not avail yourself of the enviable advanta- 
ges which were offered you. And you will bear in mind, that you have 
turned about several times, first being a Protestant, (I believe a 
Methodist,)—then a Papist ;—then, when the Papists refused to admit 
you to orders, becoming a Churchman; and, now, (when we have 
declined your application, and after remaining among us less than 
three months, and communing with us, I think, but once, or at most 
twice,) turning Anabaptist. If, as you think, you have been three times 
mistaken, it would be well to remember that you may be mistaken 
once more! This ought to make any man exceedingly cautious, and 
distrustful of himself in his changes. I have not a word to say, by 
way of reproach: I have no heart to do any thing like that. I would 
gladly dissuade you, if I could, from doing what, I think, is so much 
to be deplored on your own account; but I desire to do no more. 

As to the certificate for which you ask, I have to say, that it is not 
“customary” with us to “grant certificates or letters of dismission to 
members, wader similar circumstances.” And, surely, it cannot be 
expected that I should dismiss, as in good and unexceptionable stand-' 
ing, any one who, inthe very act of asking for such dismission, declares 
his intention to commit so grievous asin as schism. That act, of itself, 
subjects a member of the Church to discipline ; and, to facilitate, or con- 
nive at, its commission would justly expose me to the same. You 
must pardon me, therefore, for not complying with your: request. 
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‘Until I receive intelligence that you have separated from the com- 
munion of the Church, and disconnected yourself from my parish, I 


must still subscribe myself 
Your pastor, H. W. D. 


To Mr. —— 


P. S.—You speak of having been “sprinkled.” As I understood 
you to tell me, you received the form of baptism, in early life, among 
the Methodists—perhaps from your own grandfather, who was a 
Methodist preacher. I do not know whether they perform the rite. by 
sprinkling or not; but I am very sure that their baptismal office recog- 
nizes no such mode. Afterwards, in adult age, you were baptized 
hypothetically by a priest of the Church of Rome. In that commun- 
ion, Sprinkling is never used. So, I presume, you have been regularly 
and sufficiently baptized by affuston—a much more scriptural, apostolic, 
and primitive mode than submersion. Immersion is quite another thing 
from plunging under, as I have tried toshow you. St. Paul, | pointed 
out to you, was baptized standing ; for we read, (Acts ix. 18,) dvacrag 
éSanrri¢éy. And, in verse 16, of chapter 22d, he is told to “ arise and 
be baptized :” inthe Greek, dvacras Parsigus, i. e. ‘ standing up, be 
baptized. He could, therefore, have been neither submerged nor 
immersed. However, I do not think the mere mode of much conse- 
quence. The mode is a mere circumstance. But the aurnority of 
the administrator is of the Essence of the sacrament. What “ Bap- 
tist” preacher will you find having divine authority and commission to 
perform any ministerial function! 

If you are still open to argument, I am ready and willing to con- 
verse with you on the subject, whenever you may desire that I should 
doso. But, I should be reluctant to meet you, under the circumstances, 
as a disputant. 





at 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 
Extract from a Letter in the Churchman. 


“The defect in our day, as known by actual experience, is, that the 
sacred character of the instruction of the young, is lost sight of. We 
cram them with Greek and Latin, and the higher Mathematics, and 
Chemistry, and Belles Lettres, &c., but we care little for that disci- 
pline, and nurture of the heart, wherein, after all, lies the excellence of 
the man...... -l mean by education, more than is commonly con- 
ceded to that word. I mean an education of the heart, as well as the 
head. I mean the cultivation of the entire man, in his moral, as well 
as his intellectual faculties; the consecration of all that he possesses, 
to the elevation of his entire being, as a son of God, and an heir of 
immortal glory. With these aims and these objects, with this inten- 
tion and this end in view, I see not how “ Burlington College”’ can fail 
of ultimate success. We may rely upon it, my dear Sir, that parents 
feel the wants which I have endeavoured to depict. They know, and 
feel deeply the inroad which sin, and vice, and infidelity, make into the 
hearts of their young and tender offspring, in what are popularly 
termed our Colleges ; and it is high time they were arrested. It is 
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high time that something else was done, and that Institutions should 
be established on sound and righteous principles. 

As one, among many, I hail the day which has developed to us the 
actual carrying out of the Institution, that our sons may grow up as 
the young plants, coeval with the kindred realized truth, that our 
daughters may be as the polished corners of the temple. The latter, 
through the grace of God, youhave done. May you be equally suc- 
cessful with the former! And as now, throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, there are noble witnesses to the education of our 
daughters in the way of purity and virtue, with all the graces and 
refinement of the most finished, polite education; so, I trust, at no 
distant day, we shall see our young men, emanating from Burlington 
College, among the noblest ornaments of this blessed land, amd an 
honor to their Alma Mater.” 





- = ~ 


From the ‘Church Chronicle.” 
A CURIOUS DOCUMENT. 


“The Declaration of the Association of the County of New Haven 
in Connecticut, convened at New Haven, Feb. 19, 1744-5, concerning 
the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield, his conduct, and the state of Religion 
at this day. 2 Cor. xii: 8. “For we can do nothing against the 
truth, but for the truth.” Boston, printed and sold by T. Fleet, and 
the Heart and Crown, Cornhill, 1745.” 

This document is signed by fourteen Congregational Ministers, and 
among them I observe the name of the Rev. Isaac Stites, Minister 
of the Congregational Church,in North Haven. Let us see, then, what 
was thought of Mr. Whitfield ‘a century ago.” 

“We the servants of Jesus Christ, and (though unworthy) ministers 
of his holy religion, being set as watchmen to observe, what of the 
night, to warn and guard against errors and corrupt doctrines, disorders 
and bad practices, and all such as teach otherwise, and consent not to 
wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
the doctrine which is according to godliness; do with grief of heart 
behold and lament the prevalency of errors, the unhappy divisions and 
separations which are in divers places, and the confusions and disor- 
ders upon religious accounts, which subsist in the land, and think we. 
are called, in a public manner to bear our testimony against the same, 
in this evil day of our Jacod’s troubles; and in special, with regard to 
the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield, we esteem it our duty to withstand 
him, because’ we think he is to be blamed, and that in various articles. 

1. We canin no wise approve of his ¢timerancy, in going from 
country to country, from town to town, and from one place to another, 
under a pretence of preaching the Gospel ; whereas we cannot under- 
stand that he hath any orderly cali thereunto, whatever plea he may 
make of his having a special mission and commission from Heaven so 
to do. We are of opinion, that such a plea is no justification, nor to 
be in any wise regarded, unless he can prove such his mission by 
miracle, or some other equivalent attestation from Heaven, that may 
satisfy a rational and impartial mind: For if his own affirmation in 
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this case is to be received, every wild enthusiast may do the same; and 
it hath been the manner of enthusiasts so to do: Wherefore, in this 
case, tf he bear witness of himself, his witness is not true. We also 
declare against all that have copied after him in the ¢timerant and 
strolling way of proceeding, whether exhorters or others, by reason of 
whom the way of truth is evil spoken of. 

2. We account the said Mr. Whitfield hath been a publisher of false 
doctrine, in sundry articles; particularly in declaring in the pulpit, 
thatif any man doubted of his conversion, it was a certain evidence that 
he had never experienced it, in those very words, or words full up to the 
same sense :— That an unconverted minister can no more be the instru- 
ment of a sinner’s conversion, than a dead man can beget a living child ; 
as though the efficacy of the ministry depended upon, and was limited 
to, the sanctity of the preacher; as though ministers were physical 
causes, and not mere moral instruments in the conversion of sinners. 
That a natural man is a motly mixture, half beast and half devil: 
And in fine, that God loves sinners with a love of complacency, yea, that 
he loves sinners as sinners; which, whether blasphemous, let others 
judge. 

3. We think him guilty of uncharitable censoriousness, and slander- 
ous reproaching, in the vile aspersions, bitter reflections, and condem- 
natory censures he hath passed upon the main body of the ministry in 
this land, though the most of them he was a perfect stranger to, and of 
most of them it may be boldly said, that they are sound in faith, and 
of blameless conversation, and his superiors both in age and abilities— 
upon Arch-Bishop Tillotson, to whose name the venerable Dr. 
Increase Mather hath affixed the epithets great and good, and concern- 
ing whom, with Bishop Burnet, Dr. Colman had both from the pulpit 
and from the press delivered these words, (Mr. C r’s Ordination 
Sermon, p. 18.) “So were Arch-Bishop Tillotson and Bishop Burnet, 
men of whom the age was not worthy; of conspicuous sanctity, abun- 
dant in their labours, steady in their conduct, of unspotted integrity, 
of an apostolical spirit, and ready, I believe to have died either for 
their country or for Christ; yet these great and good men have been 
loaded with obloquy. . But their names must needs live in the history 
of the Church, if truth do not perish from the earth.” Yet a raw and 
unstudied young man starts up, and assaults the character of the great 
and good Arch-Bishop in more opprobrious language than that which 
the wicked children used toward the prophet, go up thou bald head ; 
for he hath had the front to say, and print, * that the Arch-Bishop 
knew no more of. Christianity than Mahomet,” which we think is very 
injurious, though we agree not in all points with the Arch-Bishop. 
Bold and daring youth! Go, and tarry at Jericho, until thy beard be 
grown. 

And upon our Colleges, our beauty and our glory, which have 
been, and are, and we pray that they may be, and hope that they will 
be, even to the latest posterity, great and rich blessings; but Mr. 
W———d hath said of them, that their light is become darkness, even 
darkness that may be felt. We are astonished at the impudence of 


the man, and that he dare so closely imitate the accuser of the 
brethren. 
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4. He appears to us to be justly accused of uncommon pride and 
arrogance, and vanity of mind, in his liberal boasting (as he hath done 
in his writings, especially in his journals and the history of his life) of 
his intimacy with God, and his frequently receiving messages from 
Heaven by the Holy Spirit, and his great success here and there. Had 
he never read, or had he forgot that counsel and caution of the wise 
man, let another praise thee and not thine own mouth, a stranger, and 
not thine own lips ? 

5. He appears to us to be a great enthusiast, in being led by impul- 
ses and impressions, and construing his little feelings, or the sudden 
workings of his own mind, and his dreams, to be the suggestions of 
the Holy Spirit, without any good scripture ground so to do; and that 
sometimes, in such trivial matters, and in such a manner, as can scarcely 
be cleared of profaneness. 

6. Nor can we reconcile his conduct and practice, in publicly pray- 
ing and administering the Sacrament among Presbyterians and Con- 
gregationalists, in the extempore way, with his subscription and 
solemn promises and vows at the time of his Episcopal Ordination ; 
nor see how his doing so is consistent with moral honesty, Christian 
simplicity, and godly sincerity. 

These things which we have alledged against him as matters of 
grievances and offence unto us, we could easily, fully and particularly 
prove from his own writings, and otherwise, but that we think it need- 
less; it having been sufficiently done by others, by the President, 
Professors, &c., of Harvard College; by the letter signed L. K.; by 
Mr. Henchman’s letter ; the vindication (sarcastically so called) of Mr. 
W———d, and other pieces which have been printed, and (as far as 
we know) never yet answered. 

Nor can we forbear to enumerate some of the evils and mischiefs 
which have followed his conduct, and management of those that have 
gone in his way, and that (as we think) are the natural consequents of 
the same,—viz: The ministry is cast into much contempt, and their 
usefulness greatly clogged and obstructed :—the minds of people in 
matters of religion are strangely unhinged and fluctuating, and many 
turning away, some to Quakerism, some to Anabaptism, &c., inso- 
much that many know not what to think or where to fix, and are 
tempted to suspect all revealed religion to be a mere flam and nullity. 

Antinomian principles are advanced, preached up and printed ;— 
Christian brethren have their affections widely alienated ;—unchristian 
censoriousness and hard judging abounds, love stands afar off, and 
charity cannot enter;—many Churches and Societies are broken and 
divided ;—pernicious and unjustifiable separations are set up and con- 
tinued, particularly at New Haven and Milford, which have more espe- 
cially fallen under our observation :—Numbers of illiterate exhorters 
swarm about as locusts from the bottomless pit:—We think upon the 
whole, that religion is now in a far worse state than it was in 1740.” 


——<Qe—— 





FAMINE AND FREIGHTS AND SELF-DENIAL. 
In the year 1801 the ship Manhaten, belonging to Frederick Rhine- 
lander, was put up for freight to Liverpool. Jonathan Ogden put on 
board 400 boxes of Havana sugar at two guineas freight per box, and 
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Daniel Ludlow six thousand bbls. of flour at one guinea, or 21s., 
freight per bbl. William Pitt was then Prime Minister of England, 
and a famine raged in that country. The Prime Minister issued an 
order engaging to pay £4, 10s. or $21 per barrel for every barrel of 
American flour which should be brought to England, with full liberty 
to the importer to get a higher mercantile price if possible. The 
bakers of England were prohibited from selling bread on the day it 
was baked, because stale bread was thought more nutritious than new. 
At that time the entire British army, and gentlemen generally, wore 
their hair in queues or clubs, and highly powdered. The Duke of 
Bedford, who was considered the richest subject in England, set the 
example of cutting off his hair to save the flour wasted in powder, and 
the example was followed by general orders through the whole army. 
This we get from the “ oldest inhabitant,” and it shows that there is 
nothing new under the sun.—V. Y. Journal of Commerce. 





WOW WR. 
THAT SILENT MOON. 


BY G. W. DOANE: 





That silent moon, that silent moon,’ 
Careering now through cloudless sky, 
Oh! who can tell what varied scenes 
Have passed beneath her placid eye 
Since first to light this wayward earth, 
She walked in tranquil beauty forth. 


How oft has guilt’s unhallowed hand, 
And superstition’s senseless rite, 
And loud licentious revelry, _ 
° Profaned her pure and holy light: 
Small sympathy is hers, | ween, 
With sights like these, that virgin queen. 


But dear to her, in summer eve, 
By rippling wave or tufted grove, 
When hand in hand is purely clapsed, 
And heart meets heart in holy love, 
To smile in quiet loneliness, 
And hear each whispered vow and bless. 


Dispersed along the world’s wide way, 
. Where friends are far, and fond ones roye, 
How powerful she to wake the thought, 
And start the tear for those we loye! 
Who watch, with us, at nignt’s pale noon, 
And gaze upon that silent moon. 


How powerful, too, to hearts that mourn, 
The magic of that moonlight sky, 
To bring again the vanished scenes, 
Thé happy eves of days gone by; 
Again to bring, mid bursting tears, 
The loved, the lost of other years. 
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And oft she looks, that silent moon, 
, On lonely eyes that wake to weep, 
In dungeon dark, or sacred cell, 
Or couch, whence pain has banished sleep: 
O, softly beams that gentle eye, 
On those who mourn, or those who die. 


But beam on whomsoe’er she will, 
And fall where’er her splendor may, 
There’s pureness in her > sagen light, 
There’s comfort in her gentle ray : 
What power is hers to soothe the heart— 
What power the trembling tear to start! 


The dewy morn let others love, 
Or bask them in the noontide ray ; 
There’s not an hour but has its charm, 
From dawning light to dying day :— 
But oh! be mine a fairer boon— 
That silent moon, that silent moon! 


Utica Gospel Messenger. 





DIRGE. 





SUGGESTED IN SLEEP.-——BY REV. J- MOULTRIE. 





Away! away! away! 

This earth’s no longer gay ; 
For our child lies dead 
In his grass-grown bed— 


Shall we lie there too? O yea! 


Away! away! away! 

All things look old and grey; 
There’s nought below 
But death and woe— 

Shall we love this world? O nay! 


Away! away! away! 

Heaven’s fields are bright and gay ; 
And our child dwells there 
In the brightest air— 

Shall we follow him thither? O yea! 


Away! away! away! 

Though rugged and steep’s the way, 
Our child looks down 
In his sunbright crown— 

Shall he look in vain! O nay! 


Away! away! away! 
In the grave where Jesus lay— 
Where our child lies now,— 


Shall I and thou 
Sleep sound, sweet love? O yea! 


Away! away! away! 

To the realms of eternal day ; 

, Our path we must win ; 
Against sorrow and sin— 

Shall we falter or faint? O nay! 
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RALLELOWS LIN WTI tC wIN Cie 


School of the Diocese-—The exercises, after the spring vacation, will 
be resumed on the lst May. A copy of the resolutions of the late 
Convention has been sent to each Clergyman and Vestry; and if, in 
compliance with the request, a collection be made in behalf of the 
School in each of our Churches, the Institution will be enabled to 
undertake the education of beneficiaries, and thus its usefulness be 
greatly enlarged. It is understood that each individual, or congrega- 
tion giving a sufficient amount, can nominate the youth to be educated. 
The ability of this Diocese not merely to sustain this School, but to 
render it all that could be wished, cannot be questioned. ‘That it may 
languish for atime is feared by some, but that for want of a pious man 
willing to undertake the self-denying and laborious office of the 
Teacher, or of parents sufficiently interested in the soul’s welfare of 
their sons, to furnish a sufficient number of pupils,—or for want of 
patronage from individuals who have the means, and from the congre- 
gations, it will have to be relinquished, is an idea not to be entertained 
for a moment. May all concerned in it (and every member of the 
Diocese is, or ought to be) have wisdom from above to perceive what 
they ought to do, and grace to enable them faithfully to fulfil the 
same.— Amen. 

Missionary Lecture—That for the month of April, was at the regular 
time, and at St. Philip’s Church. The Missionary of St. John’s 
Hampstead, (Rev. A. W. Marshall) was the lecturer. A statement of 
the condition of several of the Church Missions, domestic and foreign, 
was read by the Bishop. Respecting Missions in the Diocese there 
was norecent intelligence. The amount received was $9,46 cents.— 
The amount for March which was omitted in our last, was $16,74 cents. 

Journal of the Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina—Extracts 
Jrom it.—January 26th. At Summerville, at the house of the Rector, 
read “ Evening prayer” the weather being inclement, and few in the 
Village to go to Church. 

February 3d. At Beaufort, by special request, I was present in “ St. 
Helena’s Church,” at the ministration of “holy matrimony,” by the 
Rector of Prince William’s Parish. 

13th. At St. James’ Church, Goosecreek, I officiated, and, after the, 
Sermon, addressed the black pleople. In the afternoon at St. Paul’s 
Church, Summerville, I officiated ; congregation very small. 

14th. In Charleston, a Candidate for Holy Orders had his first ex- 
amination concluded, and his second entirely gone through—Rev. 
Messrs. Trapier, Pinckney and Wallace assisting. 

20th. emtan at St. Paul’s Church, Stono, officiated in the morning, 
and after Service instructed the negroes. In the afternoon, at the 
house of James Perry Esq., I read “ Evening prayer,” and preached. 

21st. At Summerville in St. Paul’s Church, I read “‘ Evening prayer” 
and preached, 

22d, Same place, Iread “ Evening prayer” and preached. 
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29th. At Aiken, [read “ Evening prayer”—the Lessons by the Rec~ 
tor, I preached. ) 

March 8th. Ash-Wednesday, at the Church of the Messiah, North 
Santee, I preached. ‘Morning prayer” was by the Rector, and the 
Lessons by the Rector of Christ Church Parish. At night, in the 
Parish of St. James, Santee at a paivate house, read the “ Evening 
Service” for Ash-Wednesday—the Lessons by Rev. Mr. Fell. 

9th. In Christ Church Parish, read “ Evening prayer.” 

12th. InSt. Andrew’s Parish, at the Chapel on Mr, N. R. Middleton’s 
plantation, after “‘Morning prayer” by the Rector, I preached and 
administered the holy Rite of Confirmation to 24 black persons, ser- 
vants of Mr. Middleton, Rev. Dr. Hanckel and Mr. W. J. Bull. At 
the Church, after the usual Sunday services, I preached. 

At the Chapel on Mr. Magwood’s place,——after “ Evening prayer” 
by the Rector, I preached. The Chapels, both of them, commodious, 
neat, and well adapted to their sacred purposes, were provided by 
the proprietors of the plantations, on which they are; and we humbly 
trust will prove a blessing to their people, to themselves and to the 
community. | 

26th. Sunday, at St. John’s Parish, Colleton district, after “‘Morn- 
ing prayer,’ and the Ante-Communion by the Minister (Rev. J. W. 
Miles), I preached, and administered the holy Rite of Confirmation 
to several persons. 

At night, on the plantation of Mr. J. W. Simmons, a Candidate for 
Holy Orders, I read “ Evening prayer,” and the Minister of the Parish 
preached; the congregation consisted of white and black persons from 
the neighbourhood in this Parish. The number of the slave popula- 
tion who are members of the Church is unusually large—-crowding 
the galleries on the Lord’s Day, and at home claiming much “ pastoral 
care,’ and the attention of two Lay-Catechists; towards whose sup- 
port some provision is made by afew pious planters. 

29th. At St. Michael’s Church, after “ Morning prayer” by the 
Assistant Minister, I preached, and administered Confirmation to a 
member of St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton; about to return thither 
soon, I also administered in his sick chamber, the same holy Rite to 
asick gentleman of St. Philip’s Church. 

April 4th. A Candidate for Deacon’s Orders had his first examina- 
tion; four Presbyters assisting. | 

7th. At the Chapel of Mr. N. R. Middleton, on his place, in St. An- 
drew’s Parish, I read ‘‘ Evening prayer” and preached to his labour- 
ers ; addressing, in particular, those who were recently admitted to the 
holy Rite of Confirmation. 

Sth. On the journey to Wilton, in the midst of a wood, suddenly 
the vehicle fell; broken in several material parts, but we in it were 
unhurt. Thankful for safety, I was yet much perplexed, for to pro- 
ceed was impossible, except on foot, and the rain was falling. In an 
hour, however, prompt and effectual assistance was obtained from a 
member of our Church, whose residence [ found was not far off; in his 
carriage, leaving my gwn, in the care of his servants, I was enabled to 
persue the journey. While waiting on the road a traveller looked on 
but declined any succour. The unexpectedness, and speediness and 
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completeness of any relief, were as remarkable as the circumstances 
of the occurrence, and the transition from sorrow and solicitude, to 
a lively satisfaction, is now recollected ; not without humility, and 
thankfulness, to a gracious providence, and to my now unknown gen- 
erous benefactor. 

9th. Sunday, at Christ Church, Wilton, after “ Morning prayer” 
and the Ante-Communion by the Rector (Rev. E. Walker), I preached; 
and after ‘‘the blessing” to the blacks who remained, I expounded 
Acts 2: 41, 42, as to their obligation to be Confirmed, and when Con- 
firmed, as to their duties. 

At the residence of Benjamin Bailey, Esq., in St. Paul’s Parish, I 
read “ Evening prayer” and preached to his family and servants, also 
catechized some children, and baptized his infant daughter Julia Ella. 

10th. While at Wilton, Mr. Bailey’s servants had brought my bro- 
ken carriage from the broad road a considerable distance, and it was 
now so well repaired under his direction as to enable me in safety and 
comfort to arrive at home. Thanks be to him who inclines his crea- 
tures to offices of kindness, and they are justly due; asto Mr. B. in 

articular, soto his agents. This morning, at Mr. Bailey’s, my attention 
was directed to the site of an old Church which stood near the junction 
of Stono River, and a Creek called Church Creek. It is on Mr. 
Bailey’s plantation, a few hundred yards from his residence. There 
remain several head stones, one to the memory of Mrs. Rawlins 
Lowndes, who died in 1750 aged 21, and three to members of the Sea- 
brook family, one has the date 1716. This Church must have been 
conveniently accessible to a large population from the main and the 
islands on the other side of this river. I have not yet learned, 
whether it was an Episcopal Church or not. 

11th. At St. Peter’s Church, Mr. G. L. Platt was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons—presented by the Rector (Rev. W. H. 
Barnwell) ; the Sermon was delivered by me, but taken from Bishop 
Bowen’s 2d volume of printed Sermons ; and was peculiarly appro- 

riate. 

13th. At Pineville, after “ Morning prayer” by the Assistant Min- 
ister (Rev. C. P. Gadsden), I preached, and administered to two 
white persons, the holy Rite of Confirmation. ' 

At the plantation of Samuel Dubose Ksq., after ‘“ Evening prayer” 
by the Assistant Minister of the Parish, I Confirmed 20 servants of Mr. 
Dubose, and made an address tothem. The services were in the 
Chapel, and several white members of the family were present. 

14. Atthe “Church of the Epiphany,” after “‘ Morning prayer” by 
the Rector (Rev. W. Dehon) I preached, and administered the holy Rite 
of Confirmation to 6 persons. 

At the plantation of Thomas Porcher, Esq., after ‘‘ Evening prayer” 
by the Assistant Minister, I Confirmed 10 of his servants, in a spacious 
room fitted up in a Church-like manner. The four Congregations of 
this cure to whom [ have ministered on this occasion, were in good pro- 
portion to the persons, who might be expected to attend them, although 
the services were not on Sunday ; andthe chanting of the anthems, while 
it added interest to the devotions, was good evidence that zeal and dili- 
gence were not wanting to prepare for renderi ing to God an accept-a 
ble homage, 
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16th. At St. John’s Hampstead, after “Evening prayer” by the 
Minister (Rey. A. W. Marshall), I’ preached, Confirmed 20 persons, 
and after ‘the Congregation were dismissed,” assisted the Minister in 
instructing the blacks. 

18th: At St. Peter’s Church, Charleston, after ‘ Moruing prayer’ 
and the Ante-Communion by the Rector (Rev. W. H. Barnwell), 
{ Confirmed 6 persons, and read to them Bishop Dehon’s address to 
“the Confirmed.” 

Missions of the Church——We extract from the Spirit of Missions 
for April. Lousiana, Franklin. The Missionary writes: “ I have had 
difficulties and trials of flesh and spirit; but I will say.no more, as 
these are necessary, one would think, to the building up of the Church, 
as the reports of many other brethren can testify; merely adding, 
‘ex uno disce omnes’—which may be interpreted to mean, that whoever 
he be that settles in a ew field, may calculate upon more of the thorn 
than the rose in his bed, Considering the present condition, pros- 
pects, and the pressing wants of the Parish, I hope that the station 
may be still retained on the list for the next six months ; subsequent to 
which time, I feel satisfied that this Parish can take care of itself, and 
contribute something towards the fostering of others.” 

Tennessee, Brownsville, ‘* It would be found to be true here, as 
every where else, that the true secret of final success is the simple 
and plain truths of the Cross, plainly and perseveringly told, with 
patient aud believing prayer, until the harvest come. The difference, 
however, here is great, in the external difficulties to be overcome; the 
migratory habits of the people. By this a congregation is frequently 
broken up in afew weeks which has been years gathering. But this 
is not so great or general a difficulty as the religious views and habits 
of the people; all their notions of religion are connected with excite- 
ment. Revivals, as they are called and conducted in this country, are 
spreading the most fearful delusion ; extravagances of the most pain- 
ful kind are looked upon as the necessary evidences of spiritual awak- 
ening, and the most erroneous instruction given where the Spirit is 
indeed often at work. Above all, it is frequently said, ‘ Beware of 
that Church whose religion consists in form, and whose round of cere- 
monies are so deadening to the soul!’ What wonder if our success 
be so slow? Let it be known to eastern Churchmen, that to hold on 
here is frequently greater prosperity than a large confirmation in an 
eastern city. We build here introublesome times; we have the trowel 
in one hand and the sword of defence in the other. Our building goes 
on slowly, but it does go on some. A brick, and then a pause; per- 
haps a long one; but the brick is solid, sure, permanent; the wall 
does go up, the top stone comes eventually....... The West isa 
mighty field. There is a fearful spirit of delusion rapidly progressing, 
which, in a few years, will drive real, experimental and practical reli- 
gion from her midst, if it go on. The Church has the remedy com- 
mitted to her trust; fearful is her responsibility ; let her feel it. She 
must be more spiritual, far more so; more prayerful, more liberal. 
Her ministers must gd more and more into the highways and hedges, 
denying themselves; bearing their cross ; must show that a form does 
not make them formalists; that in the Scriptural sense, the Church ig 
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a revival Church; that she requires of her members the deepest 
repentance ; the faith that works by love ; the holiest life; the walking 
with God. Would to God he would raise up ministers to come among 
us of the right stamp; men who love the Church as Christ’s Instru- 
ment; where the soul is truly to be taken care of when it has surren- 
dered itself to him.” 

Kentucky, Frankfort. ‘Iam more and more convinced of the abso- 
lute necessity of having schools of our own, in every place, where our 
children may be taught to walk in ‘the old paths.’ Although our 
means are extremely limited, we have established a Parish School, 
where the poor are instructed gratuitously. A teacher is employed 
for this purpose, and a committee of ladies appointed, who take turns 
in assisting her. The school is opened every morning by reading the 
psalter, and uniting in prayer and singing. I visit it once a week for 
catechetical instruction, and also upon all the festivals and holy-days, 
when appropriate services are held.” 

Hopkinsville. “ Tornadoes of the most awful excitements have, 
during the last year, swept over this part of Kentucky, with a violence 
I have never before witnessed. That-death-like torpor, which is the 
natural consequence of the unhallowed means employed, has already 
succeeded, which I am fearful, after the lapse of years, is only to be 
overcome by the same exciting and unhealthy measures. Howstrange! 
that man can feed upon such unstable food, in preference to the satis- 
fying fullness of our venerable services... . - - . Does it not afford satis- 
factory proof that we possess but little of that most excellent of all 
gifts; charity? That we are rather striving to advance our own 
speculative views and opinions, than work out the Church system, as 
it is contained in her authorized standards? Let truth and unity be 
our watchwords ; let these characterize all our efforts, and the spirit 
of love and brotherly affection animate every heart ; and not till then 
may we reasonably expect to see our venerable Zion assume her 
proper station, and prove, as she most assuredly would, a blessing to 
the nation,” 

Anonymous. “‘My admirable predecessor, while he so nobly sup- 
ported himself, rather spoiled his people in this respect. But he has 
left a most enviable reputation behind him; and the Church here is 
greatly indebted to both his munificence and his faithfullabors. I wish 
we had more such men; clergymen of means, who would come to the 
Great West and do as he has done. Hundreds would in like manner 
call them blessed, and ‘their works would follow them.’ ”’ 

Africa, Mt. Vaughan, “ Forty-two children were examined, whose 
performances did great credit to their instructress. The School at 
Fishtown is slowly recovering from the effects of the late changes at 
the Station. Twenty-four youths and children were present at the 
regular quarterly examination. An interesting circumstance connected 
with this, was that it was conducted chiefly by two natives, Samuel 
and Caroline Boyd. Both of these appear well in their departments. 
I was much struck with Boyd’s compositions, which were exhibited ; I 
think they would compare favorably with those of the most advanced 
members of the Forah Bay Institute, at Sierra Leone. May the Lord 
prepare Boyd for his service in the ministry, to which he is looking.”’ 
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Cavalla. “ Of all the trials incident to missionary life, this is the 
severest. Personal sufferings and privations may be borne witha 
resigned spirit ; but to enter the abodes of heathenism; to draw one 
forth from the moral grave in which he lies; to watch over your charge 
through years of wearing toil and anxious hope; to place at length 
upon his brow the hallowed sign of the cross, and then to witness the 
relapse; the crime; the apostacy !—Oh! all other trials only merce 
the heart—this draws from it its life-blood....... The Committee, 
therefore, solicit from the friends of the Mission in Western Africa, 
contributions to this special fund—rHE ERECTION OF A PROTESTANT 
Episcopat Cuurca at Carpe-Paumas. 

China. Proposed by Dr. Boone, at a public meeting: ‘‘ Whereas it 
is deemed important for our own personal edification and for the inter- 
ests of religion, that measures should immediately be taken to build a 
Church and secure the services of a Minister of the Gospel for the 
Foreign Community residing at Shanghai; and whereas -by the zeal 
and liberality of Mr. T. C. Beale, a lot of land has been recorded, and 
is now tendered for this object, therefore resolved, that a Committee of 
three of our number be appointed for us and in our behalf to procure 
from Mr. Beale the aforesaid plot, and to build thereon with all conve- 
nient dispatch a Church, at an expense not exceeding $6,000, the said 
Church to contain 60 or more pews, capable of accommodating 300 
persons at least, and also to build a parsonage at an expense not exceed- 
ing $4,000,....-- Fifty pews are to be offered for sale at the price 
of $200 each, in order to defray the expenses of building the Church 
and Parsonage aforesaid, and that the remainder of the pews be set 
apart as free sittings,...-... Kach pew sold shall be liable to an annual 
assessment of $5, to be paid to the Vestrymen of the Church....... 
The pewholders shall elect six of their number to act as Vestrymen, 
to whom and their successors in office, the Building Committee shall 
convey the Church to be taken by them for the pewholders, held for- 
ever in trust to be used for the worship of Almighty God, according to 
the forms of warship and discipline of the Church of England; to 
secure which object, the aforesaid deed of conveyance shall be duly 
recorded in the office of H. B. M.’s Consul......- The Vestrymen 
elected as above-mentioned, shall continue in office until the Easter 
Monday next ensuing, and that upon that day and ever after, there 
shall be held annually on Kaster Monday, by the pewholders, an elec- 
tion for six Vestryman to serve for one year, there being allowed a 
vote to the holder of each pew on which the assessment has been 
ONG 02% It shall be the privilege of the Minister to appoint one of 
the Vestrymen elected as aforesaid to act as Warden, and that the 
Vestrymen shall elect from their number another to act with him, and 
that thenceforth the name and style of this body shall be the Rector, 
Wardens, and Vestrymen of Trinity Church, Shanghai...-..-. Another 
Committee of three be appointed by the chair to write to the Secreta- 
ries of the Church Missionary Society, to request them as our agents 
to procure for us a Glergyman of the Church of England, to whom 
they shall be authorized to offer on our behalf a salary of £500 ster- 
ling per annum and a house....--- Proposed by Mr, Beale, seconded 
by Rev. T. M’Clatchie, That the warmest thanks of this meeting be 
offered to Dr. Boone for his earnest zeal and really beneficial and 


J 








1848, ] Religious Intelligence. 63 


kind assistance in maturing this most desirable undertaking,...... 
Letters from Bishop Boone have been received, dated at Shanghai, 
18th November last. Everything connected with the Mission appears 
to be highly encouraging, with the exception of the health of the 
Bishop. This is indeed a matter of much moment, and may well be 
made a subject of frequent intercession by the friends of the Mission. 
In other respects, Providence is smiling most undeniably upon it. 
Through individual liberality, arrangements are now made for the 
erection of a substantial Chapel, of spacious school buildings, and 
partially, of dwellings for the Missionaries ; and ere the present year 
closes, it ishoped that the most important requisites of this kind will be 
enjoyed by the Mission at Shanghai.” 

Athens. “At our anniversary distribution of rewards at Christmas, 
we had five hundred and fifty pupils present, and more than the usual 
number of visitors, perhaps one thousand, many of whom were of the 
highest classes of society, both Greeks and foreigners. Our Mission 
pursues its steady course, and we continue to enjoy the confidence of 
the people among whom we have been so long laboring. Resolved, 
That notice be immediately given to the Church, that the receipts for 
the Athens Mission are entirely inadequate to its support, and that with- 
out the prompt and liberal aid of its friends, it cannot be sustained.” 

The amount reported for Domestic Missions, is $1,196; from South- 
Carolina, $269; for Foreign Missions, $1,866 ; from South-Carolina, $61. 

The Rev. Prerre Teviier Bassit, of Charleston, S. C., has been 
unanimously called to the Rectorship of St. Paul’s Church, Wood- 
bury, Connecticut.— Churchman. 

New Hampshire.-—Tbe 47th Anuual Convention met June 16th— 
presentthe Bishop; 8 of the Clergy and 16 Lay-delegate, represent- 
ing 8 Congregations. Inhis Address, the Bishop said “ Having been 
informed that the house consecrated to God is mortgaged, to secure 
its payment, I felt it my duty to address the Wardens and Vestry on 
the subject and to urge immediate recourse to measures for its extin- 
guishment. Of the result I am not informed. Our brethren at Con- 
eord will excuse this mention of their case the more readily, when I 
state, that one object in doing it is to invite attention to a general prin- 
ciple for guidance in future. In principle, it is manifestly wrong to 
appear before God with a profession of dedication, and to use the sol- 
emn service of Consecration prepared by the Church, while the edifice 
offered, is not owned by the offerers and may be profaned and sold under 
the hammer of theauctioneer. With my present views of this matter, 
I could not consecrate an encumbered Church... . ..- The Lord’s trea- 
sury will not be replenished, while we contribute only what we can spare 
without inconvenience or serious self-denial. There will not be much 
done for Christ and the Church, while men baptized into Jesus Christ, 
Christian men, put forth all their efforts to gain the means of worldly 
show, and distinction and independence,—and while, instead of giving a 
tenth part of their income for the Lord’s uses, as the Jew did by the law 
of Moses, give a hundredth, or a five hundredth, or a thousandth part, or 
nothing. I cannot suppress the distinct expression of my solicitude on 
this point. An awful responsibility rests upon us in regard to this 
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matter. In all their business arrangements and in all their pursuits, 
Christian men should have an eye to the glory of God, and the diffusion 
of the Gospel’s saving health, and the securing of the means of relli- 
gious knowledge and ‘virtue in their families, and among the poor and 
destitute. The Gospel will not “have free course and be glorified” in 
this fallen world, until its friends make its work their daily bread, or at 
least equal in honor, to that work which brings daily bread. The 
secular enterprises they propose to themselves, should contemplate the 
acquiring of money for the world’s good.” 





—@—- 


Obituary Wotice. 

Departed this life, March 4th, Mrs. Mary Jane Jounson, wife of the Rev. Benjamin 
Johnson, aged 25 years and 4 months. By her mild and amiable disposition, she had 
endeared herself toa lar ge circle of friends, who lament her early departure from them 
with heartte It SOrrow ; but “ their loss is her gain,” for God hath removed her from this 
world of sin and misery; and transplanted her toa fairer and summer clime in his own 
Paradise above, and placed her “in those everlasting gardens, where Angels walk and 
Seraphs are the Wardens’’—for she died in the hope ofa “blessed immortality beyond 
the grave.” 

Awhile she bloomed on earth, a lovely flower, 
Shedding a fragrance sweet wher’er she trod ; 

But now, transplanted to a heavenly bower, 
She lives beneath the sunshine of her God: 

There sweet and never-fading flowers bloom and grow, 
Beneath a bright and ever “vernal sky, 

And crystal streams and rivers gently flow 


By verdant fields, in that fair land on high. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the month 
of April. 

From Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Philip’s Oburek, for domestic general, $6 34 





Christ Church Parish, domestic general, 5 7 64 

«“ Miss E. T. St. Michael’s, for Nashotah, “ ‘ 20 00 
‘ A Friend, to Schools and Missions, for Bp. Peosandila Mission School, 100 00 
‘“ Another Friend, for do. da.” « 10 00 
“ A Lady for Missions, in Diocese Tennessee, - ° ° - 100 00 
“« §t. David’s Church, Cheraw, domestic general, - é F 26 00 
$269 98 

J. K. SASS, 


Receiving Agent, Diocese of Ss. C. 


CALENDAR FOR MAY, 1848. 








1. St. Philip and St. James, Apostles and | 21. Fourth Sunday after Easter. 
Martyrs. 27. Rogation Sunday; 
7. Second Sunday after Easter. 29. 
14. Third Sunday after Easter. 7 30. > Rogation Days. 
31. 
ERRATA. 


Page 14, lie 2 from end, for “opposition” read “approbation” of - Page 14, 
last line, for “ endure” read “endorse. Page 25, line 6 from top, for “ letter” read 


‘“‘ lecture.” 
In the Journal of Diocésan Convention, page 14, to the Episcopal School Committee, 
add the name of Epwarp R. Laurens, Esq. 


In the same—page 14, line 6 from bottom, add “ Rey. A. Grece.” 








SCHOOL OF THE DIOCESE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


Will be re-opened on the 1st of May. 


This School has been for some time established at that very eligible and healthy situation, 
known as the Parsonage of St. Philip’s, Wentworth, corner of Glebe street; A large front 
yard is attached to the building, and used as a play ground. 

This School combines, with the opportunities of acquiring a thorough English and Classical 
Education, the advantages of a full course of religious instruction ; and a kind and paternal 
though firm discipline. 

The Committee think it can be confidently recommended to the continued patronage of the 
public, as preparing pupils thoroughly for entering College, or for mercantile business. 


Committee. 
Rr. Rev Bisnor Gapspen, | Rev. C. Watracr, E. R. Laurens, 
Rev. Paut T. Gervais, Rev. P. T. Kertu, W. C. Courtney, 


Rev. C. Hanckxet, D. D. Dr. I. M. Cameret i, Epwarp Lownpes, Esq. 
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THE CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE. 


A Monthly Publication, edited by the Rev. A. TenBroeck of New-York, is regularly 
received for Subscribers. Price single copy 25 cents per annum, or 50 copies for $10, 
payable in advance. Also, 

he Pastor preparmg his Flock for Confirmation , m 4 Lectures: 

Confirmation and Communion. A few words addressed to’ the younger: membors of 
the Church. 

A Plain Catechism on the Church. 

Received several New Library Books, viz: 

The Doubt Settled; Simple Stories for Children; Charlie Burton, a tale ; Stories 
illustrative of our duty towards God, as contained in the first four Commandments ; 
™~ ving or Michael Ashdell’s Trial; Emma, the Child that Jesus called, a new 

ition, An een 

All the BOOKS OF INSTRUCTION, Published by the P. E. Sunday School Union, 
constantly for sale, and also a great many of the LIBRARY BOOKS, And : 

The cheap Library of 100 Volumes half bound for $10. 

May 1. A. E. MILLER. 


; AN ESSAY ON CANON LAW. 


Delivered before the Associate Alumni of the General Theological Seminary of the 
P. E. Church fn the U. 8., at their Triennial Meeting in 1847; to which is appended an 
Inpex of the Canonical Code of the Primitive Church, and also a Dicest of the Canon 
Law of the Church in the U. States, with the Canons passed in 1847. By the Rev. W. 
H. Onenheimer, A.M. Price 25 cts. | 

The Constitution and Canons for the government of the Pro. Epis. Church in the U. 
States of America. Price 374 cts. 

The Journal of the General Convention of the P. E. Church in the U. S. of America, 
assembled in St. John’s Chapel, New York City ; in Oct. 1847: with an Appendix, con- 
taining the Constitution and Canons, &c. Price 50 cts. | 

May 1. A. BE. MILLER. 


Church Societies in South- Carolina. 
1, Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 
Thos, G. Simons, jr,‘Treasurer, office No. 1,.Commercial wharf, will attend.at. the Library 
Cha)lmers’-street, on the Ist Friday after the 1st Monday in every month, from 12.to 2 0’cloek. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o’clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fsq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription. to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3%. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M. Pitiekney, 28 ‘King 
street, néar Whim’s:Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled 
+ or —— Book, or 500 pages of ' - acts annually. is 

--Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missior Society —T reasa - 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subseription $20. mre 
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Receipts for the Gospel \lessenger for the following years : 








1847. 1848. 
Amount brou ght forward for Amount brought forward for 

Vol. XXIV. $375 00, Vol. XXV. _ Oo 
Mr. Nicholas Venning, ChristChurch, 3 60 
Mr. T. W. Thomas, Warrenton, 3 00 
Mr. Otis Phillip’s, 3. 00 
Mr. John W. Lewis, 3 00 
~ |Mr. Ward Simmons, 8t. John’s, 3 00 
Mr. Edward R. Laurens, 3 00 
Miss M. Blake, 3 00 
Rev. J. R. Fell, Christ Church, 3 00 
Mrs. Harriet Marion, Pineville, 3 00 
Mr. Edgar Fripp, Beaufort, 3 00 
Capt. John Frip P, do. 3 00 

Rey. F. H. Rutledge, D. D., 
” Tallahassee, 3 00 
$115 Ov 











CIRCULAR. 


You ARE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED TO ASSIST IN GIVING INCREASED 
EFFICIENCY AND CIRCULATION TO THE 


“* GOSPEL MESSENGER.°*° 


The names of Patrons and Subscribers, to be left at the Office of 
Mr. A. E. Mutter, No. 4 Broad-street. 




















PATRONS TO PAY $10. | SUBSCRIBERS, $3. 
Mr. Wm. M. Smith, Charleston, $10 
Mrs. Robt. Smith, do. 10 
Mrs. Richardson, St.Matthews, 10 
Mrs. Cheves, do. 10 
Miss Mary Waties, Stateburg, 5 
Donation, 
Daily Service is held 
In St. Philip’ 8 Church on Monday, aware oo COC COR FORO awe ae dwen wane XI o'clock. 
“ §St. Peter’s 66 RET IE Rn 2 0 = 0+ comvne naps o4ueupehnn “ “ 
“ §t. Michael’s and St. Paul’s on Wednesday, ................ aaa a 
* §$t. Michael’s, Friday afternoon, at ....--. 00 006s: chen mcmama V “4 
‘* §t. Stephen’s Chape 1 on Thursday, at ee-reee SOOO mene ewen~s eemenesemen: ” 
ee Philip’ ’3 on Friday, eae SS. o.oo Lae kinniaen mnaakad ain XI « 
“« St. John's Cliapel, Hampstead, on Saturda AY; seceee------s Santaaaes 5. 


‘“‘ The Chapel of “ the School of the Diocese,” on Sundays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, there is “‘ Evening prayer” beginning at 7, P. M. 


The Spirit of Missions. 


Is published on the Ist of each month, at $1 per annum, payable in advance. Any 
person, becoming responsible for 20 or more ase will be allowed 20 per cent. for 50 


copies 25 per cent. for 100. or more 30 cent. 
Agent, A. E: MILLER, Charleston. 


Certificates of Baptism, 
WITH APPROPRIATE MONITIONS AND REFERENCES. 


Reprinted on a broad sheet, on fine paper: Recommended by the Bish South- 
Carolina: Price per dozen 25 cts.—per hundred $2. . ne 
} Published by A. E. MILLER. 


'Family School. 


The Rey. P. Gadsden will attend to the education of 10 Boys, For terms and other 
particulars, apply to the Bishop in Charleston. | Acting 

















